Hayden Elementary School
Homework Pledge
Hayden Elementary School is an advocate for our students and their families.  Realizing that time is an essential ingredient in building strong family relationships, we have examined our practices for schoolwork and homework.   Both of these affect students and families.  Our desire is to achieve the correct balance between family time and the need for reinforcement of skills learned at school.  A committee of teachers and parents met and developed a few guidelines regarding homework.  
At Hayden Elementary School, students will do no more than 10 minutes per night per grade level (30 minutes for third grade; 40 minutes for fourth grade).  After working for this amount of time, parents can write the teacher a note stating that the child has worked for this period of time.  Work that is not completed will not count against the student in any way if the parent has done this.
Grades will not be given on homework except for participation grades.
Students will not be kept from p.e. because of a lack of homework.  
Studying for tests will count in the allotted time for homework.  
Teachers will establish priorities for homework. (For example, work on math facts first, then read, then if you have time, practice spelling words.) 
Although many of us spend time studying with our children for spelling tests, these tests only count for 10% of the reading grade.  Please keep this in mind when deciding how much time to allot for studying.    In order to maximize your time together as a family, we borrowed the following suggestions about how kids and families can spend their time together:
· Play outside when possible.  This allows children necessary time for physical activity and stress release.
· Eat dinner with your family every night or at least 4 times a week, preferably with the television turned off.   Eating together as a family has many positive benefits, including decreased chances of experimentation with cigarettes, alcohol, and other illegal drugs (National Center on Addiction & Substance Abuse, 2002).
· Go to bed early.  Research suggests that children need 10-12 hours of sleep a day to be ready to learn.
· Limit television, video games, and computer time, especially right before bedtime.  
· Reading time with your family is a great way to relax and let kids see that you value reading.
· Play learning games when you are in the car or at other “down” times.  Practice addition, subtraction, and multiplication facts.   Discuss vocabulary words in the context of traveling and doing errands.
· Play board games and other games that encourage creativity, such as charades.
